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Million-dollar 
blunder  delays 
litas  introduction 

[The  following  article  comes  from  the  April  23- 
29,  1993  issue  of  The  Baltic  Independent,  the  English 
language  weekly  published  in  Tallinn,  page  1.  1 year 
subscriptions  are  U.S.  $96.  Write:  P.O.  Box  A5, 
Tallinn,  ESTONIA  EE0090.] 


By  AN DRIUS  UZKALNIS 
in  Vilnius 

MANY  BANKNOTES  of  the 
new  national  currency,  the  litas, 
due  to  replace  the  country’s 
provisional  talonas  bills,  are  of 
bad  quality  and  must  be  re- 
printed - at  a cost  of  some  US 
$3  million.  Lithuania  has  al- 
ready spent  6.6  million  dollars 
printing  the  money. 

On  April  14,  the  daily  news- 
paper Respublika  published  a 
report,  secret  for  almost  seven 
months,  saying  that  10,  20  and 
50  litas  notes  can  easily  be 
forged  with  a colour  photoco- 
pier, and  larger  denominations 
- 100,  500  and  1,000  - are  only 
slightly  better.  All  the  notes 

lack  security  thread,  the  water 
marks  are  badly  made,  and  the 
printing  quality  itself  also 
leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

The  litas  notes  were  printed  at 
the  US  Banknote  Corporation. 
On  visiting  the  printing  house, 
Kestutis  Lynikas,  a securities  ex- 
pert, desc  ribed  the  printing  ma- 
chinery, as  "very  old  and  not 
suitable  for  printing  money".  He 
said,  the  printing  house  was  pro- 
ducing "Disneyland  dollars". 

The  report  says  that  the  US 
Banknote  Corporation  failed  to 
fulfil  a number  of  requirements 
in  the  contract.  Moreover,  the 
contract  itself  was  imprecise, 
and  left  the  printing  house  too 
much  room  for  flexibiiity. 

During  their  visit  to  Great 


Britain  last  week,  Lithuanian 
President  Algirdas  Brazauskas 
and  Bank  of  Lithuania  chief 
Romualdas  Visokavicius  dis- 
cussed the  possibility  of  re- 
printing the  bills  with  the  Tho 
mas  de  la  Rue  printing  house, 
This  company  printed  the  pre." 
war  Lithuanian  banknotes,  and 
also  produced  the  new  Lithua- 
nian passports.  However,  it  is 
still  unclear  where  the  sub- 
stitute notes  will  come  from. 

Mr  Visokavicius,  meeting 
with  journalists  on  Friday,  pro- 
tested about  the  publication  of 
such  confidential  information 
in  a newspaper. 

"Now  it  will  cost  us  exlra 
money  to  introduce  new  se- 
curity marks  into  the  notes,"  Mr 
Visokavicius  said. 

President  Brazauskas  con- 
fessed to  dissatisfaction  with  the 
Prosecutor’s  Office,  which  was 
handed  all  relevant  documents 
on  the  case  two  months  ago,  but 
was  making  "snail’s  pace"  pro- 
gress in  its  investigations. 

Parliamentary  deputy  Kes- 
tutis Jaskelevicius,  who  heads 
the  parliamentary  budget  and 
finance  committee,  thinks  that 
the  blame  rests  only  partly  with 
Vilius  Baldisis,  former  head  of 
the  bank  of  Lithuania,  who  was 
repeatedly  accused  by  the  press 
of  mismanaging  the  litas  issue. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  finds  it 
strange  that  such  a company 
was  chosen  to  print  the  litas, 
while  Latvia  and  Estonia  chose 
"more  serious  enterpri.scs". 


DARIUS-GIRENAS 
60th  ANNIVERSARY 


FLIGHT 
IN  JULY 


July  1993  marks  the  60th  anniversary  of  the 
tragic  flight  of  Lithuanian-American  flyers  Stephen 
Darius  and  Stanley  Girenas.  They  left  Floyd  Bennet 
Airport  in  New  York  City  on  July  15,  1933,  bound 
for  Kaunas,  Lithuania.  On  the  night  of  July  17, 
their  plane  LITUANICA  reached  west  Prussia,  115 
km.  north  of  Berlin,  and  crashed  there  ina  forest 
near  Soldin.  The  bodies  were  recovered  fromthe 
crash  and  flown  to  Kaunas,  where  a massive  funeral 
was  held.  There  are  several  monuments  dedicated 
to  Darius-Girenas,  and  special  memorial  events 
will  be  held  in  the  U.S.  and  in  Lithuania  this 
summer. 

There  have  been  numerous  medals  minted 
commemorating  Darius-Girenas,  including  one 
planned  for  this  year  issued  by  the  Chicago  area 
commemoration  committee  (more  details  next 
issue). 


We  have  illustrated  many  Darius-Girenas 
medals  in  previous  issues  of  The  Knight,  but  space 
does  not  permit  us  to  include  them  in  this  issue. 
However,  we  are  reproducing  a photograph  of  an 
original  mid-1930s  medal  by  artist  D.  Tarabildaites, 
showing  the  bust  of  the  two  flyers  on  the  obverse. 
The  legends  read:  New  York,  Soldin,  Kaunas,  Darius 
Girenas.  (Does  anyone  have  one  of  these  medals  in 
their  collection;  we've  never  seen  one).  We  encoura- 
age  our  readers  to  participate  in  the  Darius-Girenas 
commemoration  this  year. 


LITHUANIAN  EXHIBIT  WINS  BEST-OF-SHOW  AWARD 


A 3-case  exhibit  of  the  banknotes 
and  coins  issued  by  the  State  Loan  Bank 
East  (Darlehnskasse  Ost)  in  1916  and 
1918  for  the  Baltic  region,  including 
Lithuania,  won  Best  of  Show  at  the  Spring 
1993  Convention  of  the  Michigan  State 
Numismatic  Society,  held  in  Flint,  Mi 
April  23-25. 

Exhibitor  Frank  Passic  competed 
with  30  other  exhibitors  to  win  the  top 
honors.  The  colorful  display  featured  a 
complete  set  of  these  seldom-exhibited 
notes  and  coins  which  were  the  first 
temporary  money  of  Independent  Lithuania 
from  1918  to  1922,  and  were  called 
"auksinas"  by  the  Lithuanian  government. 
The  notes  contain  several  languages: 
German,  Lithuanian,  Lettish,  and  Polish, 
with  Russian  Cyrillic  on  the  coins. 

Viewers  of  the  display  learned  of 
their  use  in  the  Baltic  region  during 
World  War  I,  and  of  the  military  command- 
er, von  Hindenburg,  who  authorized  the 
money. 

The  display  featured  unusual  "mod" 
color  combinations  of:  grey,  flourescent 
pink,  aqua  blue,  and  black — quite  different 
from  the  usual  black  on  white  combina- 
tions usually  found  in  numismatic  displays. 
This  award  is  the  highest  a Lithuanian 
exhibit  has  received  in  the  numismatic 
field  in  some  time.  As  part  of  the  award, 
the  exhibitor  has  won  an  all-expense  paid 
trip  to  the  American  Numismatic  Associat- 
ion headquarters  in  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado,  for  its  summer  educational 
conference  classes  in  July. 

In  addition  to  the  Best  of  Show 
award,  Passic  also  received  a first  place 
award  in  the  Foreign  Paper  Money  division 
with  his  display  of  the  1991-93  Talonas 
notes  issued  by  the  newly-restored  Republ- 
ic of  Lithuania. 

A photograph  of  the  "Ost"  money 
display  is  pictured  on  the  left. 


Members  of  the  LNA  are  encouraged 
to  promote  Lithuanian  numismatics  by 
displaying  their  Lithuanian  numismatic 
material  at  state  and  local  coin  shows. 
Often  there  are  Lithuanian  collectors  you 
may  not  know  about  who  will  see  your 
display,  and  at  the  same  time  you  are 
helping  to  promote  the  education  and 
knowledge  of  Lithuania  and  Lithuanian 
numismatics.  Let  us  know  how  you  do  in 
competition,  and  of  your  displays. 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 
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1,000  Ost  Marks,  Pick-R13*t 
Dated:  Kaunas  (Kowno)  April  V,  1918 
Size:  110  x 190  inn. 

Bank  signatures:  Fischer,  S.V.  Marwitz,  Moritz. 

Printer:  Government  printing  house,  Berlin. 

Watermark:  Sylized  crosses 

Serial  numbers:  6 digit  before  1919,  7 digits  after  1919. 

Black;  i green  signatures  with  above,  respectively. 

With  the  anticipated  release  of  the  new  1991-dated 
Litas  notes  into  circulation,  and  the  recall  of  the 
ruble-based  Talonas  notes  later  this  year,  we  are  seeing 
history  repeating  itself.  From  1916  until  October  1922, 
Lithuanians  used  a foreign-based  monetary  system,  the 
Ostrubels  (1916)  and  Ostmarks  (1918).  This  issue  we  are 
featuring  the  highest  denomination,  the  1,000  Ostmark 
dated  1918. 

The  State  Loan  Bank  East  was  established  during 
World  War  I and  was  authorized  by  the  German  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Ost  region,  Paul  vonHindenburg,  to  issue 
currency  for  the  Baltic  region.  Von  Hindenburg  set  up 
his  headquarters  at  the  former  Russian  garrison  in 
Kaunas,  Lithuania. 

The  currency  issued  by  the  bank  was  "soft"  money, 
with  only  a "promise"  to  pay  back  with  hard  money  at  a 
future  date.  The  obverse  contains  a German  text,  while 
the  reverse  side  features  German,  Lithuanian,  and  Lettish 
(Latvian). 

OBVERSE:"  The  German  text  translates:  State  Loan 
Bank  Note.  1,000  Marks.  Kaunas,  the  *fth  day  of  April, 


1918.  Redemption  of  State  Loan  Bank  Notes  of  the  State 
Loan  East  Bank  at  face  value  is  guaranteed  by  the  German 
Government."  Shown  is  Mercury  holding  his  staff  of 
commerce  in  the  one  hand,  with  another  figure  holdinn  a 
sword  and  an  iron  fist/glove,  all  overlooking  a mytholog- 
ical harbor.  The  name  of  the  designer  is  not  known. 

The  serial  letters  appear  vertially  twice  in  the 
side  ovals.  Those  with  6 digits  were  used  before  1919  in 
Latvia  and  the  Baltic  region.  Those  7 digits  were  used 
after  1919  in  Lithuania  only  until  the  end  of  1922. 

REVERSE:  The  reverse  features  a design  of  "Miss 
Industry"  holding  a wheel  of  commerce.  The  tri-lingual 
texts  translate:  "1,000  Marks.  Loan  Bank  Note.  Whoever 
counterfeits  the  Loan  Bank  notes,  alters  them,  with 
intent  to  defraud,  and  places  them  into  circulation, 
will  be  punished  with  eight  years  in  jail." 

Upon  agreement  with  the  Lithuanian  government 
following  World  War  I,  the  notes  were  kept  in  circula- 
tion until  Lithuania  established  the  Litas  system  on 
October  2,  1922.  The  Lithuanian  government  called  the 
denomination  "auksinas"  (golden),  although  that  name 
never  appeared  on  the  notes  themselves. 

When  these  notes  were  redeemed  into  Lithuanian 
Litas  from  October  to  December  1922,  it  tooKl75  1 Ost-mark 
notes  to  equal  1 Litas.  We  wonder  what  the  exchange  rate 
from  Talonas  into  Litas  will  be  this  year? 

TRENDS:  These  are  getting  harder  to  find  in  nice 
condition.  An  UNC  piece  now  sells  for  around  $60,  with 

(CONTINUED  NEXT  PAGE...) 
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1,000  OSTMARK  NOTE 


(CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  3 . . . ) 


an  XF  for  $35.  The  lesser  grades  are  relatively  easy  to 
find,  but  some  of  the  other  denominations  in  high  grades 
can  be  difficult  to  get.  A set  of  these  notes  is  definat- 
ely  a "must"  for  any  Lithuanian  collector,  as  this  was 
independent  Lithuania's  first  money  up  through  1922. 

Does  anyone  have  a photo  of  the  "OST"  bank  there  in 
Kaunas?  I saw  one  in  a book  sometime  ago  but  I can't 
remember  where.  The  Darlehnskasse  Ost  established  its 
permament  headquarters  in  Kaunas  (formerly  a branch 
bank)  on  March  30,  1917.  The  bank  was  located  at  66 
Aleja  Street. 


Talonas  extends  year-long  slump, 
kroon  and  Latvian  rouble  gain 


THE  TALONAS,  Lithuania's 
one-yearold  temporary  cur- 
rency, continued  to  plummet 
against  Western  currencies, 
opening  on  April  28  at 
517.21  talonas  to  the  US 
dollar,  oft  9.78  talonas  on 
the  week. 

At  the  same  time  the  Lat- 
vian rouble  continued  its 
steady  climb  against  the  dol- 
lar. hitting  another  1993  rec- 
ord high  at  132.59  roubles 
(66.29  lats)  to  the  US  unit, 
from  last  week's  132.94.  The 
currency  is  still  well  shy  of  the 


goal  of  100  roubles  to  the  US 
dollar,  now  predicted  by  cen- 
tral bank  president  Einars 
Rep§e.  There  are  200  Latvian 
roubles  in  a lats,  Latvia’s  new 
national  currency. 

The  Estonian  kroon,  which 
is  pegged  at  8.0  to  the  Ger- 
man mark,  gained  marginally 
against  the  dollar  to  finish  at 
12.60  to  the  greenback,  its 
best  showing  since  Decem- 
ber 1992.  Buyers  were  sur- 
prised at  the  dollar's  weak- 
ness in  the  face  of  April  22 
Bundesbank  rate  cuts. 


'■-»  ^’-.cve  article  is  from  The  Baltic  Independent 

May  6,  p.  S'*.  1 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


Take  time  this  summer  to  write  our  adver- 
tisers for  their  price  lists,  and  let  them  know 
you  saw  their  ad  in  The  Knight! 
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Litas  promised  for  all 


ByANDRIUS  UiKALNIS 

in  Vilnius 

EN  AN  ANNOUNCENtENT  aimed  at  restoring 
faith  in  the  steadily  plummeting  temporary  cur- 
rency, the  talonas.  Central  Bank  President  Ro- 
mualdas  Visokavicius  has  promised  that  all  talo- 
nas now  in  circulation,  both  in  cash  and  bank  de- 
posits, will  be  exchanged  for  the  new  national 
currency,  the  litas,  when  introduced. 

Mr  Visokavicius  called  a press  conference  on 
April  29  to  detail  further  decisions  of  the  Litas 
Committee  - the  body  consisting  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  Prime  Minister  and  the  head  of  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania  - which  is  in  charge  of  intro- 
ducing the  national  currency. 

In  the  released  documents,  the  Litas  Commit- 
tee states  that  all  talonas  would  be  exchanged,  at 
an  equal  rate,  regardless  of  the  quantity  presented 
to  exchange,  and  no  matter  who  presents  it  — 
either  a private  individual,  a state  enterprise  or  a 
privately  owned  company.  Mr  Visokavicius  said 
the  exchange  rate  was  still  "a  state  secret". 

Hard  currency,  deposited  in  Lithuanian  banks, 
would  not  be  exchanged  for  litas  unless  the  de- 
positor so  wishes,  the  statement  of  the  Litas 
Committee  reads.  According  to  the  document, 
depositors  will  be  able  to  withdraw  their  money 
either  in  foreign  currency  or  litas  at  the  existing 
exchange  rate. 

The  litas  will,  however,  become  the  only  legal 
tender  for  all  debts  and  payments  in  Lithuania. 
"There  will  be  no  hard  currency  stores  in  the 
country,"  Mr  Visokavicius  explained. 

All  citizens  of  Lithuania  will  be  allowed  to 
deposit  their  money  in  foreign  banks;  legal 

bodies,  meanwhile,  will  need  a special  licence, 
issued  by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  to  do  so. 
However,  the  Litas  Committee  recommends 
Lithuanians  to  keep  their  money  in  local 
banks,  with  the  security  of  the  deposits  "guar- 
anteed". 

"All  money,  whether  kept  in  Lithuania  or 
abroad,  regardless  of  where  it  came  from,  is  the 
legal  property  of  their  owners,  either  private  indi- 
viduals or  legal  bodies,  and  catmot  be  confis- 
cated," reads  a statement,  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  at  the  Bank  of  Lithuania. 

Yet  the  introduction  of  the  national  cunency  is 
complicated  by  the  fact  that  at  least  some  of  the 
new  litas  banlmotes,  printed  in  the  United  States, 
are  reportedly  of  poor  quality  and  can  easily  be 
forged.  On  April  14,  the  daily  Respublika  pub- 
lished a report,  previously  secret,  alleging  that 
the  US  Banknote  Corporation  which  produced 
the  notes  omitted  several  features  which  would 
have  protected  the  money  from  counterfeiters, 
the  most  important  of  these  being  a security 
thread. 

Following  the  story,  the  Litas  Committee  is- 
sued yet  another  statement,  which  is  to  "guaran- 
tee that  only  banknotes  of  a good  quality  will  be 
put  into  circulation".  The  document  claimed  that 
the  case  of  litas  banknotes  production  is  being  in- 
vestigated by  the  Prosecutor’s  Office,  and  that 
"the  banknotes  are  now  being  re-examined".  Ac- 
cording to  Mr  Visokavicius,  the  low-quality  ban- 
knotes will  be  re-printed  by  the  same  company, 
US  Banknote  Corporation,  but  other  printing 
houses  will  probably  be  invited  to  print  Lithua- 
nian securities  in  the  future. 


NEWS , NEWS . NEWS 

Below  is  from  the  LITHUANIAN 
WEEKLY: 

CONTROVERSY  OVER 
THE  LITAS  CONTINUES 

In  his  Sunday-night  TV  in- 
terview, Romualdas  Visokavibius, 
newly  appointed  chairman  of  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania,  said  that  the 
1991-1992-printed  Lithuanian  na- 
tional currency  banknotes  - the 
litas  - were  not  adequately  pro- 
tected. 

Despite  various  publications 
in  the  press  and  several  parlia- 
mentary hearings,  the  public  is 
still  poorly  informed  about  the  cir- 
cumstances of  printing  of  the  litas. 

It  is  alleged  that  Vilius  Baldi§is, 
the  Bank’s  ex-chairman,  willfully 
changed  provisions  of  an  agree- 
ment with  the  US  Banknote  Cor- 
poration to  the  detriment  of 
Lithuanian  iptcrcsts.  3/26-Wl 


Lletuvos  banko  valdybos  pirminlnkas 
R.  Visokavittius:  „Lital  bus  (vesU  <Ur 
Siltuoju  meti)  laiku^” 

P.  Lileikio  nuolr. 


Above  is  a photo  of  the  new  president  of 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  Romualdas  Visokavi- 
cius, who  states  that  the  Litas  notes  will 
be  released  later  this  year.  From  Lietuvos 
Rytas,  April  18,  1993,  pg.  1- 

FROM  DIRVA  "Heard  From  Vilnius"  column. 


On  April  6,  the  Seimas  ap- 
proved the  new  Litas  committee. 
Among  its  three  members  are 
President  Algirdas  Brazauskas, 
Prime  Minister  Adolfas  §lez- 
evibius  and  Romualdas  Viso- 
kavicius, Chairman  of  the  Bank 
of  Lithuania,  t/o  o 


April  22,  1992,  pg.  2: 

The  Director  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  Rom- 
uldas  Visokavicius  said,  that  the  litas  shou- 
ld be  introduced  in  a couple  of  months.  But 
first  about  a third  of  thenotes  on  hand  have 
to  be  reprinted  due  to  their  poor  quality. 
During  the  visit,  the  firm  which  printed  Lith- 
uanian notes  before  the  war  was  visited. 


COUNTERFEIT  MONEY 
AGAIN? 

The  Lithuanian  Forensic  Re- 
search Institute  started  a lab  ex- 
amination of  20  talonas  bills  in 
200 denominations.  All  banknotes 
were  taken  out  of  circulation  in 
Siauliai,  northern  Lithuania,  and 
arc  believed  to  be  forged. 

Until  now,  only  500-talonas 
counterfeit  bills  were  detected  in 
Lithuania.  ^/23-29 

EX-PRIME  MINISTER 
BLAMES  MOSCOW  FOR 
POOR-QUALITY 
BANKNOTES 

Commenting  on  (he  poor 
quality  of  the  newly-printed  litas 
banknotes  on  a Sunday-night  TV 
show,  former  Prime  Minister 
Gediminas  Vagnorius  accused 
Russia’s  special  services  of  sub- 
versive activities  aimed  at  delay- 
ing the  introduction  of  national 
currency  in  Lithuania.  If/23-29 


The  Prosecutors  Office  has  filed  charges 
with  regard  to  the  Litas.  The  newspaper 
"Respublika". ..is  basing  its  report  on  the 
announcement  by  Arturas  (Arthur)  Paulauskas, 
General  Prosecutor. 

It  was  planned  to  introduce  the  litas  at 
the  end  of  1991.  According  to  the  then 
director  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  Vilius 
Baldisius,  the  notes  were  being  printed  in  a 
number  of  foreign  companies.  He  together 
with  then  heads  of  government  guaranteed 
that  the  contract  would  be  fulfilled  on 
time.  However,  reports  appeared  in  the  press 
that  the  notes  were  not  according  to  the 
contract. . . 

According  to  the  newspaper  date,  the 
notes  already  printed  and  safeguarded  by  the 
government  have  many  defects.  They  are  not 
deep  printed  on  ingrained  paper  but  on  paper 
suited  for  offset  printing.  Of  the  260 
million  banknotes  which  were  printed  and 
delivered  to  Lithuania  last  year  by  the  US 
Banknote  Corporation,  it  cost  Lithuania  $6 
million.  Half  of  the  notes  will  have  to  be 
replaced.  That  will  cost  another  3 million. 
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The  "Iron  Kopecks"  weights  and  diameters:  1 kopeck-2.85  gr.,  21  mm.  2 Kopeck— 5.70  gr.,  2A  mm;  3 kopeck— 8.55  gr., 
28  mm.  The  folowing  numbers  were  struck:  A)  BERLIN:  1 kopeck— 11, 9'*2,0A6  coins.  2 Kopeck— 6, 972, 57'f  coins;  3 kopeck— 
8,670,000  coins.  B)  HAMBURG:  All  three  denominations:  7,020,000  each. 


.kitllET, 
X:  Hi  tt  2/-- 

‘Xosx! 


Oslniblio  -gelezines  kaiicikos”. 

GELEZIS/Iron.  (Symbol  Fe,  from  the  Latin  Ferrum),  a grayish  white,  shining  plastic,  malleable,  quickly  rusting 
metal,  numbered  26,  hardness  '*.5;  comparative  weight  7.86,  atomic  weight  55.8<t,  melts  at  1530  degrees  Centigrade,  at 
2735  degrees  Centigrade  it  boils.  Iron  is  one  of  the  most  plentiful  of  metals  on  earth,  and  is  widely  everywhere.  AT 
times,  coins  are  produced  from  it. 


GIGAS  (In  Greek,  Gyges).  King  of  Lydia  about  685-652  BC.  According  to  Herodotus,  Gigas  was  the  first  to  place  his 
stamp  upon  lumps  of  precious  metal  (gold,  silver  and  their  alloy,  electron).  Therefore,  he  initiated  coins.  Soon  after 
(and  perhaps  at  the  same  time),  the  leader  of  Argos,  Phido,  began  similar  operations.  Other  states  followed  them  soon. 
It  is  widely  believed  that  Gigas  was  first  to  collect  his  own  and  his  neighbors  monetary  symbols— coins,  as  much  for 
comparison  of  production  methods  as  for  personal  satisfaction,  and  for  enriching  himself.  Thus,^  it  became  the  first 
example  of  a coin  collection,  the  origin  of  numismatic  collections,  and  Gigas  himself  was  the  first  collector  in  the 

world. 


GINTARAS/Amber.  (German,  Bernstein;  Russian,  Jantar).  Lithuanian  "gold,"  a brown,  yellow  and  varied-colpred  fossil, 
found  for  ages  mostly  on  the  southeastern  shores  of  the  Baltic  (later  also  found  elsewhere)  Sea.  Still,  brittle  resin, 

2-3  hardness,  about  1.0  to  1.1  comparative  weight;  at  300  degrees  Fehrenheit  softens,  and  at  680  degrees,  it  melts. 
Ancient  Lithuanians  traded  with  merchants  from  foreign  climates  in  amber,  as  well  as  using  it  domestically  as  a means  o 
exchange,  until  the  middle  ages  dawned  upon  the  country  and  brought  "better  money." 

GRAIZELIS/Edge  of  a round  object,  the  outside  border  of  a circle  or  disk,  the  outside  of  a coin’s  planchet-the 
outer  section  of  a plate.  The  edges  of  small  coins  are  even;  the  small  silvers,  edges  were  reeded  or  preserved  from 
shaving  in  other  ways  by  silver  thieves,  while  the  larger  silver  and  other  precious  metal  coins  bore  words  inscribed 
into  the  ediges,  mottos  and  symbols.  On  the  silver  coins  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  during  1936  to  1938  the  e ges  ore 
the  following:  On  the  Basanavicius  5 Litai  piece:  "The  Nation’s  Good  is  Your  Good."  On  Vytautas  and  the  jubilee  10  Li  u 
pieces:  "The  nation’s  power  lies  in  unity."  The  1925  silver  1,  2,  and  5 Litas  coins  had  reeded  edges. 

GRAMAS/Gram.  (Abbreviated  g)  The  volume  and  weight  unit  in  the  metric  system-0.001  of  a kilogram. 

GRANAS/Grain.  (Latin-granum,  kernel  or  pip)  An  old,  small  unit  of  weight  in  England;  in  antiquity  it  weighed  about 

0.0A5  gr.,  from  1526-1/5760  of  a Troy  pound.  In  the  metric  system,  about  0.06A8  of  a gram. 

ous  metals  and  jewels.  In  the  past,  other  "grains"  were  known,  for  example,  the  Dutch  gram  weighed  0.053't  gr;  German 
grain  weighed  0.812  gr.  for  silver  until  the  l6th  century  , and  for  gold  gr.,  but  later  it  was  equa  ize  wi 

silver  grain.  Where  the  metric  system  operates,  the  grain  is  rarely  used. 

GRASIS.  1.  In  the  12th  century,  when  European  coins  were  badly  deteriorated,  Venice  in  1202  began  to  strike  large 

silver  "denarius  grossus"  (valued  at  several  denars),  a large,  thick  denar.  In  1266,  there  appeared  in  ^ ^ 

tournois"  coin  of  Louis  IX  in  silver,  equal  to  12  local  denarii.  These  better  coins,  abbreviated  by  the  public  as  gross 
or  "Gros,"  became  popular  and  spread.  In  the  turn  of  the  13th-lAth  centuries  (about  1300),  the  Bohemian  ^clov 

0278-1305)  issued  a high  grade  silver  piece,  as  shown  by  its  legend,  the  "Great  Prague"  com  weighing  J* 

From  the  named  "grossus",  "gros,"  "grossi,"  the  appelation  was  formed  and  endures  to  the  Pr^ent.  For  example,  i 
"Groschen,"  in  Polish  "Grosz,",  other  Slavs  "hros,"  Lithuanian  "grasis."  The  English  have  their  groat. 


2.  "Grossi  Pragenses,"  or  the  Czech 
Prague  grosh  became  a very  desireable  coin 
everywhere,  in  the  l*tth  century.  Soon  thereafter, 
coins  similar  to  it  began  to  be  struck  in 
Germany,  Poland,  Prussia,  and  elsewhere.  In  the 
l6th  century,  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania. 

3.  The  Polish  monetary  unit,  the  grosz, 
in  the  newRepublic  of  the  Uth-18th  centuries, 
equaled  l/lOO  zloty.  In  the  l6th  century,  in 
Germany  1/2^  of  a taler  or  12  pfennigs,  later  8 
pfennigs  (the  Marien-groschen),  and  10  pfennigs 
(the  Neugroschen).  In  1838-1873  in  Prussia  1/30 
of  a Taler;  from  192*f  in  Austria,  0.01  schilling. 

4.  In  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania  in 
the  l4th-18th  centires,  it  was  the  reckoning 
measure,  equalling  10  "small  change"  or  denars. 

From  the  l6th  to  18th  centuries,  it  was  the 
monetary  unit  of  10  denars. 

5.  It  was  a billon  coin  of  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Lithuania,  struck  at  the  Vilnius  Coin 
Mint  in  the  l6th-18th  centuries,  begun  but  not 
struck  by  the  Grand  Duke  Alexander  abot  1505, 
at  that  time  weighing  3.100  gr  (0.375  fineness). 

Sigismund  the  Old  followed  him,  with  a weight 
of  2.570  gr.  (the  same  fineness);  Sigismund 

August-2.525  gr.  (0.344  fineness);  Stephan  Batory-1.860  gr.  (0.280  fineness);  Sigismund  Vasa-1.550  gr.  (o.360  fineness), 
and  1.029  gr.  (0.280  fineness);  and  John  Casimir-1.00  gr.  (0.250  fineness).  The  decline  of  the  grasis  in  Lithuania 
proceeded  mostly  following  the  example  of  the  decline  of  money  in  other  states  (the  Polish  grosz,  the  Prague  grosh  and 
others).  In  addition  to  the  one  grasis,  coins  in  the  denominations  of  Ti,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 grasis  were  emitted.  In  1619-1620 
and  1652,  Vilnius  issued  a small  series  of  \\  grasis  coins  (see  Paltarokas).  The  date  of  issuance  of  the  Lithuanian 
grasis  first  appeared  in  1535  by  Sigismund  the  Old;  however,  the  word  "Grasis"  first  appeared  in  the  legend  of  the  coin 
in  the  middle  of  the  l6th  century,  and  then,  not  in  Lithuaian,  but,  as  in  all  legend  texts,  in  Latin.  1546-the  Sigismund 
August  3 "gross"  and  in  1652  "grosus."  The  single  grasis  with  the  name  "grossus"  appeared  in  the  time  of  Stephan  Batory 
(1580). 


(Jrasiai:  1,  sicl.  Vonecijos,  Xlll  a.;  2,  Kaizetio  Fiiilnclio  II  ( 1220- 121)0); 
■‘gi'os  tournois”;  4,  Arkiv.  Villicinio  is  Koeliio  (XIV  a.)  "giosclieii f),  Hi 
cardo  II  (XIV  a.)  aiigk)  “{Jiutas"  (groat);  (i,  Saksoiiijos  1 '24  taloiio  (XVlll 
a.);'i,  LDK-tystds  (Zyg.  Augiisto)  1551)  bilon.  grasis. 


6.  The  Russian  reckoning  unit  "hros,"  at  the  beginning  of  the  17th  century  equalled  4 dengas.  In  the  18th  and 
19th  centuries,  it  was  the  2 kopeck  coin.  Since  in  Russian  occupied  Poland  at  the  beginning  of  the  19th  century,  the 
grosz  remained  for  a while,  and  two  of  them  equalled  the  current  kopeck,  so  the  grasis  (and  the  skatick)  were  named  and 
considered  a coin  valued  at  one-half  of  a Russian  kopeck,  or  a denezka,  current  in  Lithuania-Poland  until  the  First 
World  War. 


GRAVERIS.  See  Raizyto jas/Engraver. 

GRESAMO  DESNIS/Gresham' s Rule.  Runs  something  like  this:  poor  money  ousts  good  monies  from  circulation,  but  good 
monies  do  not  oust  poor  monies.  That  is  especially  evident  in  the  case  of  "good"  and  "bad"  money.  This  law  was  termed 
"Gresham's  Law"  by  British  economist  MacLeod  in  1856,  after  the  head  of  the  Coin  Mint  of  England. 

GRIVENNIK.  An  historical  Russian  silver  10  kopeck  denomination  and  value  coin  (in  the  18th  century,  a copper 
coin).  The  term  rose  from  the  foundered  silver  grivna.  A 10  kopeck  coin  with  the  inscription  "grivennik"  first  appeared 
during  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great  (1701),  and  the  last  time  the  word  "grivennik"  appeared  on  a coin  was  1796.  Later, 
the  grivennik  piece  was  struck  as  "10  kopecks." 

GRIVNA.  (From  the  Russian;  in  Polish,  grzywna;  in  Lithuanian,  it  was  "grivina"  or  "grivine").  1.  It  was  an  ancient 
monetary  unit  related  to  hides,  among  the  eastern  Slavs,  based  upon  a necktie  (in  Russian,  "Griva"),  easoned  with  a 
certain  number  of  hides  of  valuable  animals.  In  the  middle  ages,  the  hide  "money"  grivna  among  the  Russians  was  standard- 
ized at  about  30,  in  other  places  at  50  marten  furs.  With  them  or  their  parts,  the  Russians  utilized  them  in  exchange  an 
d as  payment  of  taxes,  until  metal  coinage  was  introduced.  2.  A metal  collar,  worn  in  the  middle  ages  in  place  of  a fur 
collar,  and  valued  about  equal  to  a collar  of  expensive  furs,  called  by  the  Slavs  a grivna,  and  in  case  of  necessity 
used  as  money  in  exchange.  3.  A silver  bar  in  various  forms,  weighing  among  the  Russians  (from  the  13th  to  the  15th 
centuries)  about  200  gr.,  in  places  , less  in  others.  For  example,  in  Kiev  , about  150  gr.  As  money  (equal  to  3 or  4 fur 
grivnas),  and  as  a unit  of  weight — the  grivna  or  grivenka;  cut  in  half,  this  grivna  was  called  a ruble.  4.  In  Poland,  a 
basic  unit  of  weight  (grzywna)  to  weigh  precious  metals.  At  first  about  183.5  gr.,  brought  in  to  the  coin  mint  in  the 
11th  century,  improved  in  the  days  of  Lokietka  to  up  to  197.68  gr.  Again  increasedin  the  reform  of  John  Casimir's  money 
reform  to  201.8  gr  (the  Cracow  grzywna).  With  August  III,  to  233.812  gr  ("Koeln  grzywna").  In  1834,  all  these  grivnas 
were  changed  into  the  Russian  funt  (409.5  gr.).  5.  The  medieval  Lithuanian  fur  "mane"  has  been  designa'ted  by  earlier 


Continued  next  issue.... 


8. 


CONTEMPORARY  LITHUANIAN  MEDALS 


Over  the  past  few  years,  there  have  been  numerous  new  Lithuanian  medals  minted  by  Lithuania's 
contemporary  sculptors,  so  many  so  that  it  has  been  hard  to  keep  up  with  all  of  them.  Rather  than 
wait  for  months  and  years  to  feature  all  of  them  in  great  detail,  we  are  cramming  this  page  with 
photographs  and  some  basic  information  to  let  you  know  they  exist.  Anyone  interested  in  purchasing 
any  of  these  medals  can  write  this  editor  for  information. 


Telsiai  and  Varniai  cathedrals  medal.  White  metal,  50 
mm.  Looks  like  Petras  Garska  creation.  Contains  anniversary 
dates  of  1761-91-1991;  and  1691-1991,  respectively. 


100th  Anniversary  of  Electricity  in  Lithuanian  medal, 
1992.  Bronze,  58  mm. 


Anniversary  of  Magdeburg  Law  in  Ukmerge,  1992.  With 
;9R8-built  Lithuanian  President  Antanas  Smetona  High  School 
■»n  revcr  (architect  F.  Belinskis).  Bronze,  68  mm. 


1990  First  book  in  Vilnius  medal 
issued  by  the  Lithuanian  Cultural 
Fund.  Brilliant  bronze,  39  mm.  Also 
thick  dull  bronze  70  mm.  diameter, 
6 mm.  thick. 

Lithuanian 
Collector's  Assoc- 
iation pin!  Bronze, 

1991.  Green  enam- 
eled with  Lith. 
tri-colors. 

30  X 15  mm. 


Darius-Girenas 
1983  bronze  badges 
featuring  bust  of 
flyers. 


FOR  SALE 

FOR  SALE:  Lithuanian  Talonas  Boney, 
Siauliai  1991  Olynpic  notes;  contemporary 
medals,  Lith.  Collector's  Assoc,  pins, 
Darius-Girenas  1983  badge,  1915  Liepaja 
(Libau)  Latvia  municipal  notes;  Capital 
Plastic  holders  for  lA-coin  set  1925-36-38 
coin  set,  & other  items.  Frank  Passic,  900 
S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  Michigan  A922A. 
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Telsiai  medal,  bronze  proof,  approx,  58  mm.  diameter. 


Jonas  Sliupas  (1861-19A4)  medal.  Bronze,  81  mm.  diameter.  Obv: 
bust  of  Sliupas.  Reverse:  House.  Text:  "Palanga,  1928-19A4." 


Valdas  Adamkus  medal.  Bronze,  59  mm.  Obv:  Bust  of  Adamkus 
(of  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency).  Under  neck,  "V. 
Maciuika,  1991."  Reverse:  Oak  tree,  text  "Lietuvos  Ir  JAV  Gamtos 
Apsauga,"  Lithuanian  and  USA  Enrvironmental  Protection." 


Hill  of  Crosses  medal.  Bronze, 
59  mm.  Some  copper  color.  Obv: 
Christ  on  cross,  hill  of  crosses 
in  Lithuania  in  background. 
Above  are  dates  of  Lithuanian 
partitions:  1772,  1793,  1795, 

19A0.  Inscription  below  translates 
"Lithuania  Our  Homeland." 

Reverse  inscription  trans- 
lates: May  the  Love  of  Lith- 
uania Burn  in  our  Hearts. 

On  obverse,  artist's  name  "P. 
DELTUVA"  reads  vertically 
above  letter  "T"  in  Tevyne. 


BALTICA 
P.O.  BOX  66882 
SEATTLE,  WA  98166 

has  Baltic  philatelic  & 
numismatic  material 
for  sale.  Mention  the 
LNA. 
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LETTERS 

As  one  who  was  born  in  Kaunas,  I have  a 
few  comments  on  the  article  by  Vince  Alones,  "A 
City  Named  Kaunas,"  described  in  The  Knight  of 
January-February  1993. 

1.  The  rivers  which  converge  at  Kaunas  are 
Nemunas  and  Neris.  Mr.  Alones  uses  their  Russian 
names. 

2.  Kaunas  never  was  "originally  in  Poland-Lith- 
uania."  The  area  where  Kaunas  stands  always  was 
in  Lithuania.  Only  after  the  Union  of  Lublin  in 
1569  we  can  speak  of  Lithuania-Poland,  but  even 
then  Kaunas  would  have  been  considered  a Lithuan- 
ian city. 

3.  Kaunas  was  not  "capital"  of  Lithuania 
1920-1939.  It  was  the  provisional  capital  as  Vilnius, 
even  when  it  was  occupied  by  Poland,  was  officially 
the  capital  of  Lithuania. 

4.  It  is  not  correct  to  say  that  Kaunas  was 
called  "Kowno  under  Poland"  as  Lithuania  never 
has  been  under  Poland  . It  was  united  with  Poland 
1569-1795. 

5.  The  Jews  were  not  legally  allowed  to 
live,  trade  or  have  real  estate  in  Kaunas  until 
1750.  They  lived  in  Viliajmpole  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Neris.  It  is  from  there  that  they  were 
expelled  (as  from  all  Lithuania)  in  1495,  but  were 
allowed  to  return  in  1503. 

6.  Abraham  Yezofovich  was  a Jewish  merchant 
and  banker  who  in  1488  converted  to  Christianity 
and  became  the  administerator  of  Kaunas  custom 
house  (largest  in  Lithuania),  city  magistrate,  and 
in  1509  state  treasurer  of  Lithuania.  He  died  in 
1519. 

This  much  for  now. 

Sincerely,  Algirdas  Kepalas,  Levittown,  N.Y. 

Thank  you  for  publishing  article,  "Belarus 
Note  Features  Lithuanian  Vytis"  in  the  January- 
February  1993  issue.  However,  I was  very  disap- 
pointed that  you  not  only  edited  out  my  thorough 
historical  research,  but  did  so  in  a very  selective 
and  anti-Lithuanian  manner.  As  a result  of  my 
historical  research  I used  these  terms  in  my  article: 
Lithuanian  Empire;  King  Gediminas,  and  Muscovite 
Kingdom.  Anyone  familiar  with  either  Lithuanian 
or  Russian  contemporary  historical  writings  will 
immediately  realize  that  these  terms  are  not 
currently  being  used.  My  research  indicated  that 
these  terms  should  be  used. 

Your  edition  was  anti-Lithuanian  since  you 
retained  "Lithuanian  Empire"  and  "Muscovite 
Kingdom"  but  removed  "King"  from  "King  Gedimin- 
as and  changed  "King"  to  "Grand  Duke"  in  the 
second  instance.  If  you,  dear  editor^  or  any  reader 
of  The  Knight  has  a problem  with  titlling  the 

sovereigns  of  the  Lithuanian  Kingdom  as  "King," 
please  write  me  at  P.O.  Box  22696,  Baltimore, 
Maryland  21203.  I will  gladly  supply  you  with 


reams  of  historical  and  cross-cultural  data  which 
shows  that  anyone  who  titles  the  sovereign  of 
Lithuania  in  the  English  language  anything  other 
than  "KING"  betrays  his  historical,  linguistic, 
and  cross-cultural  ignorance. 

Sincerely, 

Aleksandras  Radzius,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

[Editor's  note.  Of  course  that  would  include 
the  authors  of  the  Encyclopedia  Lituanica;  Dr. 
Albertas  Gerutis,  author  of  "Lithuania  700 
Years",  the  coin  minters  who  put  in  Latin 
"King  of  Poland  and  GRAND  DUKE  of  Lithuania 
on  Lithuania's  medieval  coins,  those  who  called 
Lithuania  a "grand  Duchy"  instead  of  a Kingdom, 
and  on  and  on.  The  term  Grand  Duke  has  been 
the  accepted  form  used  by  Lithuanian  scholars, 
with  no  complaints  until  these  objections.  Also, 
in  your  objection  of  us  adding  the  word  EMBLEM 
to  your  article  about  the  Belarus  notes,  the 
Encyclopedia  Lituanica  states,  "Vytis,  emblem 
of  the  Lithuanian  state.  (P.  223).  It  is  a word 
which  in  the  common  vernacular  easily  identifies 
the  subjects  purpose.  Other  terms  like  "insignia" 
or  "coat-of-arms"  and  others  of  course,  can  be 
used  if  you  wish  to  become  more  technical,  but 
for  our  purposes,  the  word  emblem  is  a recgon- 
izable  descriptive  word  to  identify  the  Vytis. 

— F.P.] 

Our  young  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association 
seeks  contact  with  your  association  & members. 
Please  write  us.  Sincerely,  Romas  Tamutis,  Presi- 
dent of  the  LNA.  Write:  Lietuvos  Numismatika 
Associjacija  , Taikos  161-20,  Vilnius,  Lietuva 
2017.  Tel:  42  55  18. 

[Editor's  note:  ANOTHER  LNA!  It  is  nice  to 
see  numismatic  interest  in  Lithuania.  We  encour- 
age our  members  to  write  and  learn  more  about 
this  new  group.] 


THE  KNIGHT,  Volume  15,  No.  5-  Issue  #85.  The  offici- 
al publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association. 
Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan,  EDITOR.  Robert  J.  Douchis, 
Columbia,  MD.,  DIRECTOR. 

EDITOR'S  ADDRESS:  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St., 
Albion,  Michigan  A922A. 

Subscription/membership  to  Volume  16:  A donation  of 
$15  or  more  for  5 issues.  Write:  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association,  P.O.  Box  612,  Columbia,  MD  210A5.  The  LNA  is 
a member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  C-117903. 

This  will  be  the  last  issue  of  The  Knight  until 
September,  when  Volume  16  starts.  We  will  be  sending  out 
dues  notices,  but  you  can  start  renewing  now  and  save  us 
postage  costs.  Remember  the  subscription/membership  cost 
is  now  $15. 

A big  thank  you  to  those  of  you  who  have  been 
sending  the  editor  numismatic-related  news  from  Baltic 
newspapers.  It  is  expensive  to  subscribe  to  all  of  them, 
and  so  the  editor  very  much  appreciates  your  passing 
these  on  to  him. 


